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Proposal:  Catherine the Great’s personal relationships and how they influenced her diplomatic strategies as Empress.   
The proposed project is on Catherine the Great’s personal relationships and how they influenced her diplomatic strategies as Empress.  The reign of Catherine the Great has been studied by many and it is noted that she had an extensive list of lovers throughout her time as Empress. Grigory Potemkin, Petr Zavadovsky, A.D Lanskoy, A, Dmitriyev Mamonov were all people in whom Catherine had personal relations with. What Catherine the Great so interesting is she is known for so many things, she was the longest ruling female leader in Russia, she expanded Russia as a country, but one of those are the numerous numbers of lovers that she had during her life.  
This project will be a way to show how a couple of Catherines partners were key roles in her rise to power and helped her diplomacy during her thirty-four-year reign.  To accomplish this project the use of the Memoirs Catherine the Great will be a huge tool in order to explain the topic that is presented.  The Memoirs of Catherine the Great will be very important as it is a source directly from her life showing her personally thoughts, relationships, along with other parts of her life that add to the discussion.   
This topic is worth researching because Catherine the Greats partnerships were strategically weaved into her diplomatic triumphs.  She reigned during the Enlightenment period which helped Russia thrive as a nation, this is but one of her many diplomatic triumphs.  This topic will explore Catherine’s situation and how she progressed in power while she was the Empress of Russia, showing despite being disliked for being a woman in power she uses this power to advance Russia.  This project will explore the direct connection between Catherine and her personal relationships, and if they were nonextinct would she have been as successful as empress.  
In order to accomplish this topic and explain the reasoning for it the sources cited will be a key use. The book “Russia in the Age of Catherine the Great.” By Isabel De Madariaga will be one of the most important sources to incorporate into the project.  This source gives a clear picture of how she governed, her economic policy and many other interesting points about her thirty-four-year reign.  A couple problems that could come up while completing this project is finding enough evidence on Catherine the Great’s love life and whether or not it actually affected her diplomatic rule and strategies.  Her relationships were to gain diplomatic power but also shows that she did find companionship within them.      
The proposed topic is 	Catherine the Great’s personal relationships and how they influenced her diplomatic strategies as Empress.  It is not to be understood that Catherine was only successful because her relationships.  Rather is shows her relationships aiding her in the expansion of Russia, however, she herself was a brilliant leader, advancing Russia to one of the major European powers despite being disliked for being a woman in power.  Catherine led Russia to many triumphs and victories during her reign.  
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1. John Alexander argues that Catherine the Great was a brilliant ruler throughout her reign between the years (1762-96).  In this book he examines Catherine’s life along with her political strategies and her extensive as well as interesting love life.  This writing will be useful in the project because it talks about the life of Catherine and provides personal context to the way in which Catherine worked.  Along with showing the significant of her relationships with others, it specifically shows her love letters to Peter Zavadovskii, one of her lovers.  
2.  Franca Beltrame argues in her work that Dmitry Levitsky’s portrait of Catherine the Great was used as a Diplomatic tool.  The argument she is trying to show is that the portrait was intended to strengthen the bond between powers, showing that Catherine was a powerful leader.  This is useful to my topic because it shows Catherine using art as a tool for her diplomacy.  It does not mention Catherines love life directly in this work but it has other key factors that will be useful.   
3. Memoirs of Catherine the Great written by Catherine the Great herself, gives us a different look at how we might have seen her.  As the book starts at the beginning of her life, going through her marriages and other important parts of her journey mentioning diplomacy and her love interest.   This source will be important to the topic because it is a primary source linking directly to Catherine herself and we can see throughout the memoirs he personal relationships along with her diplomatic and political decisions.  
4. Catherine the Great wrote the Gran Instructions (Nakaz) which is a document that outlines the new Russian legal code.  This source provided evidence for the project by showing Catherine influence but also, her diplomatic relationships as well.  
5. Isabel de Madariaga argues that Catherine the Greats reign is important as she did modernized Russia, she fostered the ideas of Enlightenment.  It also mentions her personal relationship with some of her advisors.  This source will help with the topic because it provides an outline of diplomatic rule with Catherine the Great and shows how much of an impact those two factors were in her reign.     
6. Ian Grey writes about Catherine the Great showing an overview of her life.  In the part that is most useful for the topic, he shows how Catherine’s relationships had a significant part on her rule as empress.  This source is important to the project because he adds to Catherine’s story and adds to her diplomatic situation. As well as tying in her relationships but also mentions her giving birth to an heir.   
7. Lindsey Hughes argues that the Romanov dynasty is more or less represented by Catherine the Great.  She is one of the Romanovs most transformative rulers and Hughes is able to show this within her writing.  Hughes shows the journey of Catherine’s rule but also tells us about her role is the diplomatic state and the court. Along with her relationship with Peter the Great that she eventually has killed.  This source adds a lot of useful information to the project mainly on Catherines diplomatic strategies and how she evolves over time from being married to Peter to then being the Empress of Russia for thirty-four years.   

